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Voters  Approve  Conservation  Constitutional  Amendments 


Forestry  Acreage 
Tax  Also  Wins 
Okay  of  Voters 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it 
railed  to  get  a  majority  of  the 
rotes  polled  in  41  parishes  in  the 
State,  Constitutional  Amendment 
Mumber  12,  which  authorizes  po- 
ke juries  to  levy  an  acreage  tax 
lot  to  exceed  two  cents  per  acre 
for  the  protection  of  forestry,  was 
ipproved  in  the  state-wide  general 
alection  on  November  7th,  by  a 
majority  of  30,880  votes.  Official 
returns  compiled  by  the  Secretary 
3f  State  on  Amendment  Number 
12  showed  90,215  for  and  59,335 
against. 

Apparantly  a  large  number  of 
people  who  voted  in  the  general 
election  failed  to  vote  for  or 
against  Amendment  Number  12, 
since  the  total  vote  recorded  on 
this  Amendment  was  32,793  less 
than  the  total  vote  polled  on 
Amendment  Number  1.  The  rec- 
ords show,  for  example,  that 
whereas  a  total  of  182,343  people 
voted  on  Amendment  Number  1, 
Only  149,550  voted  on  Amend- 
ment Number  12. 

The  purpose  of  the  Amendment 
is  to  make  it  possible  for  govern- 
ing authorities  of  the  various 
parishes  to  levy  the  acreage  taxes, 
which  are  to  be  used  to  protect 
forestry  resources,  but  it  is  not 
compulsory.  Action  is  left  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  various  police 
juries. 

The  new  tax,  when  levied  are 
to  be  collected  in  each  parish  by 
the  governing  authority,  and  will 
be  expended  in  that  parish,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Louisiana 
Forestry  Commission,  which  will 
be  a  separate  State  Department, 
created  as  a  result  of  the  passage 
of  Constitutional  Amendment 
Number  1. 
(Continued  to  Pag?  6,  Column  4) 


TYPICAL  LOUISIANA  TRAPPER 


Muskrat  Season  Begins  December  1, 
Other  Trapping  Now  Under  Way  in  State 


Louisiana's  multi-million  dollar 
trapping  season  on  all  fur  bearing 
animals,  except  muskrats  got  un- 
der way  Monday,  November  20th. 
The  muskrat  trapping  season  will 
begin  Friday,  December  1st.  Trap- 
pers are  hoping  that  the  un- 
seasonably warm  weather  which 
has  prevailed  throughout  the  Fall 


will  end  by  the  time  the  muskrat 
season  gets  well  under  way. 

On  all  fur  bearing  animals,  ex- 
cept muskrats,  the  season  this 
year  is  from  November  20  to 
January  20.  On  muskrats,  the 
trapping  season  is  from  December 
1st  to  February  15th.  These  are 
new  dates  fixed  at  the  last  session 
(Continued  to  Page  4,  Column  4) 


Conservation  Dept. 
Split-up  Favored 
By  Big  Majority 

By  a  majority  of  39,739  votes, 
the  people  of  Louisiana  approved 
Constitutional  Amendment  Num- 
ber 1  at  the  polls  at  the  general 
election,  November  7th,  thereby 
making  it  possible  to  split-up  the 
present  Conservation  Department 
into  three  different  Departments. 
The  official  vote  as  compiled  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  was  111,- 
041  for  Amendment  Number  1, 
and  71,302  against. 

Splitting  the  Conservation  De- 
partment was  approved  by  voters 
in  all  but  three  parishes  of  the 
State.  The  three  parishes  where 
the  Amendment  failed  to  carry 
were  Assumption,  Iberia  and  West 
Feliciana. 

Amendments  to  the  State  Con- 
stitution go  into  effect  twenty  days 
from  the  date  the  official  returns 
are  promulgated  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  proclaimed  by  the 
Governor.  This  will  make  the 
effective  dates  of  the  Amendments 
about  the  middle  of  December. 

When  the  Amendment  takes 
effect,  the  present  Conservation 
Department  will  be  divided  as 
follows : 

The  present  Minerals  Division, 
which  includes  the  Louisiana 
Geological  Survey  and  the  Re- 
search and  Statistics  Division, 
concerned  with  supervision  of  oil, 
gas  and  other  minerals,  will  be- 
come officially  known  as  the  new 
Department  of  Conservation. 

The  present  Forestry  Division, 
which  has  supervision  over  all 
forestry  resources,  will  become  a 
State  Department  of  its  own,  and 
will  be  known  as  the  Louisiana 
Forestry  Commission. 

All  other  Divisions  of  the  pres- 
ent Department  of  Conservation, 
(Continued  to  Page  2,  Column  3) 


LOUISIANA  CONSERVATIONIST 


JIMMIE  H.  DAVIS 
Governor  of  Louisiana 


JOS.  L.  McHUGH 
Conservation  Commissioner 


LOUISIANA    CONSERVATIONIST 

Published  Monthly  in  the  interest  of  conservation  by  the 

Louisiana  Department  of  Conservation 

126  Civil  Courts  Building,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Isaac  D.  Chapman 
Editor 

Permission  for   publication  of  all   material   in  this  issue   is  granted  on  condition  that  we  receive  marked  copies  and  that  credit  be  given 
for  any   illustrations  reproduced.    Contributions  and   photographs  will  be  welcomed.    Each  should  be  accompanied  by  stamped  return  enve- 
lope.   Proper  credit  will    be   given    on    all    material    accepted. 


Volume  2 


NOVEMBER,   1944 


Number  12 


Louisiana  Only 
State  to  Show 
Oyster  Increase 

Louisiana  now  produces  four 
times  as  many  oysters  as  it  did 
in  the  1890's  and  is  the  only  state 
in  the  Southern  area  to  show  an 
increase  in  production  in  recent 
years,  while  other  states  have  re- 
ported declines.  This  information 
comes  from  a  Conservation  Bul- 
letin written  by  Miss  Rachel  L. 
Carson,  Biologist,  which  has  re- 
cently come  from  the  printers. 
This  bulletin  known  as  Conserva- 
tion Bulletin  37  OCF  can  be  pur- 
chased for  ten  cents  from  the 
Supt.  of  Documents,  Washington 
25,  D.  C,  or  on  request  from 
members  of  Congress. 

This  is  a  45  page  illustrated 
handbook  on  the  saltwater  fish- 
eries of  the  southern  coast  from 
Cape  Hatteras  to  the  Mexican 
border.  With  a  coastline  more 
than  2500  miles  long  as  the  crow 
flies,  this  region  produces  little 
more  than  half  a  billion  pounds 
of  fishery  products — 14  per  cent 
of  our  total  harvest,  according  to 
Miss  Carson. 

She  states  in  her  bulletin  that 
in  1940  about  28,000  persons 
were  directly  engaged  in  fishing 
of  which  8,902  were  in  Florida; 
North  Carolina  second  with  7,113, 
and  Louisiana  third  with  4,858. 

Following  are  portions  of  the 
bulletin  pertaining  to  oysters: 

"Southern  fishermen  make  more 
money  from  oysters  than  from 
any  other  item  in  their  catch  ex- 
cept shrimp  and  mullet.  The  an- 
nual yield  of  oysters'  in  the  States 
from  North  Carolina  to  Texas  is 
some  20  million  pounds,  from 
which  fishermen  get  slightly  more 
than  a  million  dollars,  actually  a 
higher  return  per  pound  than  they 
receive  from  the  more  productive 
shrimp  and  mullet  fisheries. 

"Although  the  production  of 
oysters  now  is  about  the  same  as 


fifty  years  ago  considering  the 
southern  area  as  a  whole,  every 
state  from  North  Carolina  south 
shows  a  decline  with  the  single 
exception  of  Louisiana.  In  con- 
trast that  state  produces  four 
times  as  many  oysters  now  as  it 
did  in  the  1890's  and  since  its 
increase  about  matches  the  de- 
cline in  all  other  southern  coastal 
states  combined,  the  total  output 
shows  little  change. 

"Most  oysters  are  now  sold  as 
shucked  meats,  having  been  re- 
moved from  the  shells  in  shucking 
houses  to  which  they  are  delivered 
by  tongers  or  dredgers.  Depend- 
ing on  their  size,  there  are  from 
150  to  300  eastern  oysters  in  a 
gallon.  Although  the  trade  in 
shelled  oysters  is  on  the  wane, 
some  oysters  are  still  shipped  in 
the  shell,  the  demand  for  this 
product  coming  chiefly  from  hotels 
and  restaurants.  Still  others  are 
canned.  Practically  all  of  the 
canned  oysters  produced  in  the 
United  States  are  prepared  in  the 
Southern  area.  The  city  of  Biloxi, 
Miss.,  is  now  the  world  center  for 
the  canning  of  oysters,  a  title 
once  held  by  Baltimore.  In  1943 
Mississippi  packed  85,151  cases 
and  Louisiana  79,614  cases,  the 
remaining  50,090  cases  coming 
from  canneries  in  the  States  of 
North  and  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida  and  Alabama. 
Normally,  some  oysters  are  canned 
on  the  Pacific  coast  but  there  was 
no  canning  in  this  area  in  1943 
for  reasons  connected  with  the 
war." 

HUNTING  LICENSES   ON 
INCREASE  THIS  YEAR 

While  ammunition  is  scarce, 
there  is  every  indication  that 
there  are  more  hunters  this  year 
than  last,  judging  by  the  sale  of 
hunting  licenses  thus  far.  While 
figures  are  not  available,  sales  in 
the  New  Orleans  office  of  the 
Department  of  Conservation  are 
greater    than    last    year. 


Conservation  Dept. 
Split-up  Favored 
By  Big  Majority 

(Continued  from   Page   1) 

including  wildlife  and  fisheries, 
fur  and  wildlife  refuge,  oysters 
and  waterbottoms,  enforcement, 
education  and  publicity,  will  be 
incorporated  into  a  newly  created 
State  Department  to  be  known  as 
Department  of  Wildlife  and  Fish 
eries.  The  directing  head  of  this 
new  Department  is  to  be  a  Com- 
missioner of  Wildlife  and  Fish- 
eries to  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor. 

The  Wildlife  and  Fisheries  De- 
partment will  continue  its  domicle 
in  the  present  quarters  of  the 
Conservation  Department  in  the 
Civil  Courts  Building  in  New  Or- 
leans. The  new  Louisiana  For- 
estry Commission  will  be  domicled 
in  Baton  Rouge,  while  the  domicle 
of  the  new  Department  of  Con- 
servation has  not  been  deter- 
mined, as  no  mention  of  the 
domicile  of  this  Department  is 
made  in  the  Constitutional 
Amendment.  However,  the  pres- 
ent Minerals  Division,  and  other 
Divisions,  which  will  comprise  the 
new  Department  of  Conservation, 
are  now  domiciled  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  official  detailed  vote  by 
parishes  on  the  Conservation  Con- 
stitutional Amendments  appear  on 
page  three  in  this  issue. 

Amendment  Number  1  was 
backed  by  Governor  Jimmie  H. 
Davis  and  was  endorsed  by  the 
Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  and 
other  sportsmen  groups  through- 
out the  State. 

The  colors  of  wild  animals  rep- 
resent all  hues  of  the  rainbow; 
red,  orange,  yellow,  green,  blue, 
indigo,  violet,  white,  grey,  black 
and  white,  and  black. 

Quail    season    opens      Dec.    1st. 
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HUNTERS  ASKED  TO  REPORT 
BANDED  DUCKS 

In  order  to  further  the  ac- 
cumulation of  information  regard- 
ing the  migrations,  ages,  mortal- 
ity rates,  etc.,  of  wild  ducks  and 
other  migratory  birds,  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  service  has  asked 
sportsmen  to  return  leg-bands 
found  on  birds  taken.  Either  the 
band  itself,  or  the  complete  data 
given  thereon,  should  be  mailed 
by  the  hunter  to  the  U.  S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service,  Merchan- 
dise Mart,  Chicago  54,  Illinois, 
together  with  the  location  and' 
date  the  bird  was  killed.  In  rea 
turn  he  will  receive  a  card  telling 
him  where  and  when  the  bird  was 
banded. 

The  lightest  of  the  common 
birds  in  the  United  States  is  the] 
hummingbird,  which  weighs  about 
one-twelfth  of  an  ounce,  while) 
the  wild  turkey,  trumpeter  swan, 
and  Canada  goose  probably  are 
the  heaviest,  weighing  from  15  to 
31   pounds.^ 
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STATES  YOUNGEST  TRAPPER 


The  distinction  of  being  probably  LouisianaTs  youngest  trapper 
goes  to  Mirvan  LeBlanc,  shown  above  with  his  father,  John  LeBlanc 
of  Delcambre,  Louisiana.  Now  12  years  of  age,  Mirvan  has  already 
had  two  years  of  trapping  experience.  In  his  first  year  as  a  trapper 
assisting  his  father,  young  LeBlanc  trapped  about  50  good  muskrats, 
5  mink  and  3  raccoon.  At  the  end  of  the  trapping  season  last  year, 
he    had    59    muskrats    and    one    coon    to    his    credit. 

Young  LeBlanc  goes  to  the  Delcambre  school  and  is  in  the  fourth 
grade.  He  has  four  sisters.  His  father  has  been  trapping  since  he  was 
12  years   of   age. 


Far  Reaching  Experiments  Under  Way 
To  Protect  State's  Marine  Resources 


Ways  of  protecting  Louisiana's 
marine  resources  from  the  effects 
of  under-water  blasting  in  geo- 
physical surveys  is  the  purpose  of 
experiments  which  have  been  con- 
ducted by  the  Conservation  De- 
partment in  the  Atchafalaya  Bay 
area  in  Southwest  Louisiana. 

The  results  of  the  experiments, 
which  have  been  conducted  by 
Dr.  James  Nelson  Gowanloch. 
chief  biologist  of  the  Division  of 
Wildlife  and  Fisheries,  and  John 
E.  McDougal,  geophysical  engi- 
neer for  the  Division  of  Oysters 
and  Waterbottoms,  will  be  pub- 
lished in  an  early  issue  of  the 
CONSERVATIONIST. 

Oil  companies  and  exploration 
firms  have  requested  permission  to 
increase  explosive  charges  used  in 
seismograph  tests  from  the  pres- 
ent tentative  limit  of  50  pounds 
up  to  800  pounds,  and  the  experi- 
ments are  to  determine  the  effect 


upon  fish  these  additional  charges 
would  have. 

"The  further  purpose  of  the  ex- 
periments", according  to  Dr.  Gow- 
anloch, "is  to  determine  the  vari- 
ous effects  upon  physiologically 
stabilized  animals.  Lines  of  six 
fish  cars  each  will  be  anchored 
from  50  to  400  feet  apart.  Each 
fish  car  will  be  divided  into  com- 
partments containing  lake  shrimp, 
oysters  and  croakers.  They  will 
be  anchored  in  position  for  48 
hours  before  we  begin  the  experi- 
ments. Out  of  the  area  to  be  af- 
fected by  the  experiments,  we 
will  have  similar  'control'  speci- 
mens, against  which  we  will  check 
the  ones  used  in  the  experiments. 

"Dynamite  charges  ranging  from 
50  to  800  pounds  will  be  exploded 
at  one  end  of  the  line,  using  a 
different  series  of  cars  and  speci- 
mens for  each  charge,  and  from 
this  we  will  be  able  to  determine 


OFFICIAL   VOTE   ON  CONSERVATION 

CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 

Amendment  No.  1  Amendment  No.  12 

Parish  For  Against  For            Against 

Acadia     819  647  252  536 

Allen  754  203  290  213 

Ascension    557  368  209  302 

Assumption  134  153  101  90 

Avoyelles  1,335  386  1,095  331 

Beauregard  1,120  213  378  313 

Bienville   600  367  222  396 

Bossier    1,197  324  430  598 

Caddo                       7,928  3,001  3,915  4,566 

Calcasieu     2,860  1,157  1,532  1,162 

Caldwell    283  218  120  168 

Cameron 106  23  27  27 

Catahoula   285  143  124  124 

Claiborne    702  359  261  378 

Concordia   274  84  116  64 

DeSoto    ., 669  338  255  410 

E.    Baton    Rouge 5,754  4,787  3,120  4,798 

E.   Feliciana   253  211  87  188 

E.    Carroll    382  111  167  148 

Evangeline    633  293  218  344 

Franklin    \ 662  343  190  400 

Grant    498  442  296  422 

Iberia                              645  660  388  439 

Iberville                  370  317  170  261 

Jackson  477  283  188  319 

Jefferson   4,271  2,633  4,294  1,952 

Jeff  Davis             883  436  420  395 

Lafayette    1,356  1,099  905  951 

Lafourche     1,094  535  435  527 

LaSalle    446  302  298  247 

Lincoln   580  493  255  515 

Livingston     451  285  143  273 

Madison    195  121  72  123 

Morehouse    468  231  207  247 

Natchitoches 1,043  518  468  537 

Orleans  48,264  37,371  56,692  24,762 

Ouachita'".".'."." 2,320  1,459  1,099  1,601 

Plaquemines     1,317  98  90  776 

Pointe  Coupee   549  221  120  206 

Rapides  2,822  2,509  1,830  2,353 

Red  River  405  150  148  149 

Richland   446  219  187  266 

Sabine                       520  243  199  253 

St.   Bernard   1,878  58  1,817  59 

St.   Charles     425  231  262  151 

St.  Helena    190  90  48  88 

St.  James  363  154  155  128 

St.  John 487  114  315  88 

St    Landrv                1.029  663  729  565 

it    Martin 264  254  220  227 

St    Marv                                -.  542  356  400  281 

St.   Tammany "":::'.:: 853  620  599  469 

Tangipahoa     991  878  537  785 

Tenfas     163  158  115  106 

Terrebonne     629  585  475  460 

Union                417  263  155  260 

Vermilion   1,162  324  237  281 

Vernon                       1.041  276  508  309 

Washington    1,200  701  543  553 

Webster 1,528  492  590  697 

W.  Baton  Rouge 248  162  101  147 

W.    Carroll   301  168  112  155 

W.    Feliciana    138  143  58  145 

Winn  453  258  226  253 

TOTALS 111,041  71,302  90,215  59,335 


what  effects  different  size  charges 
will  have  upon  marine  life". 

These  experiments  are  said  to 
be  the  first  of  their  kind  ever  con- 
ducted in  Gulf  Waters. 

Cooperating  in  the  experiments 
are  the  Magnolia  Petroleum  Com- 
pany and  the  McCollum  Explora- 
tion Company  of  Houston,  Texas, 
which  is  providing  special  geo- 
phones.  The  geophones,  special 
electrical  apparatus  designed  for 
the  purpose,  will  be  attached  to 
each  fish  car  to  register  seismo- 
graphic    waves,    which    travel    ap- 


proximately 4940  feet  per  second 
in  water,  and  are  the  element  be- 
lieved to  be  indirectly  responsible 
for  the  death  of  marine  life  from 
blasting. 

Harmful  effects  of  blasting  in 
open  water,  the  biologist  said,  are 
"amazingly  low"  as  far  as  has 
been  determined  previously,  but 
the  new  experiments  will  provide 
even  more  detailed  information  for 
future  use. 


A  bird  which  has  wings  and  yet 
can't  fly  is  the  penguin. 
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Louisiana's   Deer   Season    Now   Under   Way 


Louisiana's  deer  season  for 
bucks  only  opened  November  15th 
and  will  continue  through  De- 
cember 31st.  The  bag  limit  is  1 
daily,  and  2  a  season.  It  is  illegal 
to  kill  bucks  with  horns  less  than 
three  inches  long.  Night  hunting 
with  headlight  or  camp  hunting 
for  more  than  three  days  is  for- 
bidden. 

Veteran  field  men  of  the  Con- 
servation Department  and  hunters 
who  have  gone  through  previous 
open  seasons  on  deer  in  Louisiana 
have  compiled  some  suggestions 
that  should  help  the  novice  bag 
his  buck  this  winter. 

Conservation  agents  point  out 
that  with  an  unusually  large  num- 
ber of  hunters  in  the  woods,  the 
deer  are  going  to  be  nervous  and 
easily  frightened  by  noise.  They 
suggest  that  all  guns  be  targeted 
in  advance  and  that  no  shots  be 
fired  except  at  deer. 

Other  specific  suggestions  are 
as  follows: 

A  deer  running  with  its  "flag" 
(tail)  down  is  probably  wounded. 
Do  not  follow  immediately.  If 
not  followed,  a  wounded  deer  will 
soon  lie  down  and  become  stiff 
and  can  be  overtaken  more  easily. 

Never  approach  a  wounded  deer 
too  closely  as  they  will  often  fight 
when  at  bay.  Their  sharp  horns 
and  hooves  make  them  very  dan- 


gerous. A  wounded  deer  should 
be  finished  with  a  well-placed  shot 
from  a  safe  distance. 

Wear  a  bright  red  coat  or  hat, 
or  both,  when  in  the  deer  woods. 
Carry  a  red  handkerchief  rather 
than  a  white  one;  the  flash  of  a 
white  cloth  may  be  mistaken  for 
a  deer's  tail. 

Do  not  load  your  gun  until  in 
the  deer  woods,  then  keep  it  on 
safety  until  you  see  your  game. 

Be  sure  it  is  game  before  you 
shoot,  and  make  sure  it  is  a  legal 
buck.  Remember  that  a  calf  may 
be  the  same  color  as  a  deer. 

Carry  only  empty  guns,  taken 
down  or  with  the  action  open, 
into  your  automobile,  camp  or 
home. 

Do  not  carry  your  deer  out  of 
the  woods  on  your  back.  That  is 
a  good  way  to  get  shot.  Dragging 
the  carcass  or  skidding  it  on  poles 
is  safer. 

Do  not  stay  up  too  late,  over- 
eat or  over-indulge  before  the 
hunt,  especially  if  middle-aged. 
Heart  failure  kills  many  a  middle- 
aged  hunter.  Liquor  inside  the 
man  behind  the  gun  is  the  greatest 
hazard  that  can  be  turned  loose 
in  the  field. 

Be  careful  of  fire  in  the  woods. 
Take  care  to  extinguish  matches 
and  discarded  tobacco.  Drown 
your  camp-fire  before  leaving  it. 


If  you  see  a  forest  fire  which  you 
are  unable  to  put  out,  notify  a 
conservation  officer  or  forester  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Respect  the  authority  and  rights 
of  the  landowner.  Ask  permission 
to  hunt,  and  then  take  care  not 
to  harm  the  farmer's  livestock  or 
property. 

ILLEGAL   TO  KILL 
RACING    PIGEONS 

The  Houma  Naval  Air  Base  has 
lost  35  military  carrier  pigeons 
in  recent  weeks,  naval  officials 
announced.  The  pigeons,  which 
are  carefully  trained  to  save  the 
lives  of  fliers,  may  have  been 
destroyed  by  accidental  shooting 
by  hunters.  The  losses  occurred 
in  the  Grand  Isle  and  Golden 
Meadow  areas,  these  officials 
stated. 

Conservation  enforcement  offi- 
cials point  out  that  Act  78  of 
1942  provides  for  the  protection 
of  racing  pigeons,  commonly 
known  as  Homing  or  Carrier 
pigeons.  Persons  charged  with 
killing  such  pigeons  are  liable  to 
fine  of  not  less  than  $25  to  $100 
and  imprisonment  for  not  less 
than  ten  days  or  more  than  30 
days  or  both  fine  and  imprison- 
ment at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 


Muskrat  Season 
Begins  Dec.  1,  Other 
Trapping  Under  Way 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 
of    Legislature,    which    went    into 
effect  this  trapping  season. 

Last  year's  trapping  season  was 
.vorth  $7,364,312.00  to  Louisiana, 
and  a  total  of  5,230,480  fur  peltll 
comprised  the  catch. 

Louisiana  is  the  leading  musk-i 
rat  producing  state  in  the  nation,i 
and  the  average  annual  catch  ofi 
muskrats  is  between  four  and  sixi 
million. 

According  to  Armand  P.  Das- 
pit,  veteran  director  of  the  Fur? 
and  Wildlife  Refuge  Division  of i 
the  Department  of  Conservation,!! 
considerable  work  has  been  doneil 
on  Marsh  Island,  State  Wildlifef 
and  Rockefeller  Preserves,  getting! 
these  lands  in  shape  for  the  open-n 
ing  of  the  trapping  season.  Creja 
yasses  on  the  game  preserves 
caused  by  muskrat  or  goose  de-B 
struction  have  been  drained  to:| 
permit  the  re-planting  of  plantst| 
for  wildlife  food.  Repairs  have'j 
been  made  to  trappers'  camps  oni 
Marsh  Island,  State  Wildlife  and] 
Rockefeller  Preserves,  which  havej 
been  blown  down  during  recenji 
storms.  Each  camp  has  been  suplij 
plied  with  a  cistern  to  furnisK 
drinking  water  for  the  trappers.    ' 

The  Conservation  Department! 
warehouse  has  been  moved  fronijt 
Abbeville  to  larger  and  more? 
favorable  quarters  in  New  Iberia,: 
Normally,  about  200  trappers  arei 
employed  to  trap  on  the  state.) 
operated  game  preserves,  and  they; 
receive  65  per  cent  of  the  pro- 
ceeds from  the  sale  of  furs,  whilelf 
35  per  cent  goes  to  the  Wildlife''! 
Refuge  fund. 

The  Office  of  Price  Adminis- 
tration has  not  as  yet  fixed  a  ceil- 
ing price  for  muskrat  pelts.  Last 
season  the  ceiling  price  was 
$1.44%,  and  a  total  of  254,014i 
muskrat  pelts  from  the  state  oper-1 
ated  game  preserves  were  sold  at 
that  price,  bringing  in  a  total  of 
$367,685.26,  which  represented 
the  largest  amount  of  money  ever 
received  by  the  State  on  the  sale 
of  muskrat  pelts  from  its  pre- 
serves. Efforts  made  last  year  to 
increase  the  ceiling  price  failed,1 
and  new  efforts  have  been 
augurated  this  year,  but  thus  far 
the  OPA  has  not  announced  any 
action. 

Usually,  furs  from  the  game 
preserves  are  auctioned  off  to  the 
highest  bidders  from  the  state 
owned  warehouse,  but  since  the' 
ceiling  price  was  in  effect  last 
season,  no  auction  sales  were  held, 
and  the  pelts  were  divided  among 
the  fur  buyers  who  operate  in  the 
state   as   evenly   as   possible. 
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How   Waterfowl   Seasons   Are   Set  Told  By  Director 


By 
DR.    IRA     N.    GABRIELSON 

What  is  the  basic  concept  on 
vhich  national  and  international 
vaterfowl  regulations  have  been 
nade?  Here's  the  answer  by  Dr. 
ra  N.  Gabrielson,  chief  of  the 
J.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 

Up  to  the  present  time  zones 
orresponding  roughly  to  temper- 
iture  belts  and  the  seasons  of 
lights  across  the  United  States 
lave  been  basic  in  the  making  of 
egulations. 

There   have   been  good   reasons 
or  this  practice.  In  the  first  place, 
;he    zoning    employed    does    more 
>r  less  correspond  to  the  temper- 
iture  belts  and,  therefore,  closely 
;o  the  normal  movements   of  the 
Dirds   in    migration.     It    does    not 
orrespond,    nor    will    any    other 
Nystem    ever    correspond,    to    the 
pragaries   of   local   water,   temper- 
ature, and  food  conditions. 

Each  year  outcries  arise  from 
some  sections  of  the  country  that 
the  season  is  too  early  or  too  late 
[because  the  birds  were  not  plenti- 
ful during  the  hunting  season  in 
fthose  areas.  No  system  of  regula- 
tion can  ever  avoid  such  com- 
plaints, as  the  birds  respond 
rapidly  to  variations  in  local  con- 
'ditions  and  their  movements  vary 
[with  the  fickle  climatic  conditions. 
^Nevertheless,  the  zonal  concept 
thas  served  as  well.  It  has  been  at 
rthe  basis  of  regulations  that  have 
('resulted  in  building  back  the  birds 
land  so  long  as  we  were  attempt- 
ling  chiefly  to  restore  wild  fowl 
[populations,  it  has  been  entirely 
(adequate  as  the  foundation  of  a 
management  program.  It  has  the 
[added  advantage  of  providing 
(equal  length  of  season  and  uni- 
formity of  regulation  throughout 
[the  country  —  very  important 
I  points  from  the  psychological  and 
.public  relations  aspect, 
i  Within  the  next  two  years,  un- 
lless  some  catastrophe  intervenes, 
[the  waterfowl  will  reach  appioxi- 
Imately  the  maximum  number  that 
[can  be  supported  by  the  available 
[wintering  grounds.  It  is,  there- 
of ore,  timely  that  we  examine  the 
[basis  of  the  regulations  and  dis- 
[cuss  the  possibility  of  using  some 
[other  concepts,  as  the  primary 
problem  changes  from  restoration 
to  management.  I  am  not  at  all 
sure  that  any  other  concept  will 
be  better  than  the  one  under 
which  we  have  been  operating. 
There  is,  however,  another  pos- 
sibility that  has  been  discussed 
informally  among  members  of  the 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  for 
several  years,  looking  ahead  to  the 
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time  when  we  might  have  to  meet 
changing  conditions. 

As  the  wild  fowl  populations 
grow,  new  problems  arise,  es- 
pecially as  to  regulation  of  the 
numbers  by  management.  As  the 
populations  grow,  so  do  the  num- 
ber and  extent  of  the  areas  in 
which  excessive  concentrations 
may  regularly  or  sporadically  oc- 
cur. When  these  populations  in- 
crease to  the  degree  that  their 
requirements  for  food  exceed  the 
natural  supply,  greater  damage  to 
farm  crops  may  result,  and  em- 
ergency control  measures  be 
necessitated.  In  considering  these 
and  other  factors,  we  have  dis- 
cussed many  times  the  possibility 
of  making  the  regulations  corre- 
spond with  the  north  and  south 
lying  flyways  instead  of  with  east 
and  west  zones  across  the  coun- 
try. We  have- reached  no  definite 
conclusions  but  I  can  say  that, 
with  the  present  staff  of  both  our 
own  organization  and  of  the  State 
game  departments  with  which  we 
must  cooperate,  so  greatly  cur- 
tailed by  war's  necessities,  we 
have  no  intention  of  attempting  to 
put  a  changed  basis  for  the  sea- 
sons into  effect  this  year.  To  dis- 
cuss the  matter,  however,  can  do 
no  harm.  Regulation  by  flyways 
would  have  evident  advantages 
and  equally  obvious  disadvantages, 
and  it  might  be  well  to  point  them 
out. 

As  a  first  advantage,  it  would 
permit  a  type  of  regulation  more 
carefully  adjusted  to  a  natural 
division  of  the  waterfowl  popula- 
tion than  is  possible  under  the 
zonal  concept.    Evidence  accumu- 


lating for  many  years  indicates 
that  the  populations  of  the  four 
major  flyways  are  well  marked 
entities,  and  that  the  great  major- 
ity of  the  birds  consistently  keep 
to  their  own  flyway.  Hence,  it 
would  seem  in  agreement  with  a 
fundamental  biological  factor  to 
adjust  the  regulations  to  the  fly- 
way  populations.  I  can  perhaps 
best  illustrate  this  concept  by 
showing  what  could  have  been 
done  under  it  the  past  season. 

Populations  were  high  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  and  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley  in  relation  to  food  re- 
sources while  they  were  not  out 
of  proportion  on  the  East  Coast, 
and  not  particularly  so  in  the 
Central  Flyway.  Under  a  flyway 
concept,  the  Pacific  Coast  States 
thus  could  well  have  had  greater 
shooting  privileges  than  the  East 
Coast,  and  the  Mississippi  Valley 
more  than  the  Central  Flyway.  It 
is  entirely  probable  under  a  fly- 
way system  of  regulations  that 
the  States  depending  upon  the 
population  of  birds  that  breeds  in 
the  Prairie  States  and  in  the 
Prairie  Provinces  of  Canada  would 
have  more  widely  fluctuating  reg- 
ulations than  would  states  visited 
by  other  flights.  For  example, 
New  England  and  the  Pacific 
Northwest,  which  get  compara- 
tively few  of  the  birds  that  breed 
in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  would 
have  relatively  less  shooting  in 
years  when  as  a  result  of  good 
breeding  conditions  in  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  the  Central  and  Mis- 
sissippi flyways  would  have  water- 
fowl in  great  numbers,  but  would 
have  relatively  better  shooting  in 


years  when  conditions  were  bad 
in  those  areas.  States  dependent 
for  their  shooting  largely  upon 
such  birds  as  the  Canvasback, 
Redhead,  Scaup,  Gadwall,  Blue- 
winged  Teal,  and  other  species  of 
the  northern  plains  breeding  area 
would  have  drastically  curtailed 
seasons  in  a  series  of  dry  years 
but  unusually  liberal  regulations 
in  periods  of  adequate  rainfall. 
In  other  words,  with  the  flyway 
type  of  management,  it  would  be 
possible  to  make  the  regulations 
correspond  more  closely  with  the 
capacity  of  the  wild  fowl  popula- 
tion to  tolerate  hunting. 

A  second  advantage  would  be 
that  the  regulations  could  be  used 
to  direct  gun  pressure  against 
species  in  best  condition  to  stand 
it.  The  regulations  could  be  more 
responsive  to  variations  in  wild 
fowl  numbers  and  thus  might  help 
to  correct  some  of  the  inequalities 
in  populations  that  are  bothering 
us  at  the  present  time. 

The  widely  distributed  Mallard, 
Pintail,  and  Widgeon  have  in- 
creased more  rapidly  both  in  ac- 
tual numbers  and  on  a  percentage 
basis  than  have  species  of  less  ex- 
tensive nesting  range.  It  is  quite 
probable  that  any  general  conser- 
vation program  will  always  benefit 
the  former  groups  more  than  it 
will  the  latter.  Those  dispersed 
over  much  larger  nesting  areas 
are  not  affected  so  badly  by  ad- 
verse local  conditions  that  might 
seriously  deplete  the  more  local- 
ized birds.  The  mere  fact  that 
they  are  spread  out  over  such  a 
large  area  also  makes  it  possible 
that  in  most  years  the  average 
number  of  young  will  be  greater 
than  that  of  the  broods  produced 
in   more   restricted  nesting  areas. 

As  to  disadvantage  of  a  flyway 
system  of  regulations,  the  mere 
fact  that  regulations  probably 
would  fluctuate  to  a  greater  de- 
gree than  those  under  the  present 
concept  is  bad  from  an  enforce- 
ment standpoint.  The  ideal  in  that 
respect  would  be  regulations  that 
would  remain  the  same  from  year 
to  year  so  that  the  public  would 
learn  and  remember  them.  It  is 
difficult  to  get  notice  of  even  lim- 
ited changes  in  regulatory  meas- 
ures to  all  persons  who  should 
know  what  the  regulations  are  and 
why  they  exist.  To  make  such  a 
flexible  system  of  flyway  regula- 
tions work  would  require  a  great 
program  of  publicity  each  year, 
both  by  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Ser- 
vice and  by  the  State  conservation 
departments.  Another  disadvant- 
age would  be  that  the  shooting 
(Continued  to  Page  7,  Column  1) 
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State    Needs    To  Make  Greater  Use  Of  Natural  Resources 


Louisiana,  with  all  its  natural 
resources,  needs  more  factories  to 
utilize  these  resources  and  provide 
jobs  for  the  state's  workers,  as- 
suring permanent  prosperity  after 
the  war,  Governor  Jimmie  H.  Davis 
declared  in  a  recent  address  be- 
fore the  Shreveport  Lions'  Club. 
He  discussed  the  importance  of 
conserving  Louisiana's  resources 
of  natural  gas  for  future  indus- 
trial expansion  in  the  state. 

Excerpts  of  the  Governor's  ad- 
dress follows: 

"My  first  thought  was  to  give 
you  today  a  brief  report  on  the 
work  of  the  1944  Legislature.  But 
I  have  changed  my  mind  and  for  a 
special  reason  at  this  time,  I  would 
like  to  say  a  few  words  to  you 
about  the  conservation  of  our 
natural  resources  —  particularly 
that  of  natural  gas  here  in  Loui- 
siana. 

"But  first  I  would  like  to  pref- 
ace my  remarks  on  natural  gas 
by  giving  you  a  brief  resume  of 
certain  important  phases  of  our 
state  government. 

"For  instance,  about  96  per  cent 
of  the  taxpayers'  money  goes  to 
maintaining  such  services  as  char- 
ity hospitals,  public  schools,  men- 
tal hospitals,  highways,  correction- 
al institutions,  welfare,  health 
and  similar  services.  Only  about 
four  per  cent  or  less  than  one 
nickel  out  of  every  taxpayer's 
dollar  goes  to  support  the  services 
of  the  various  elected  officials  of 
the  state. 

"It  is,  therefore,  seen  on  exami- 
nation that  it  would  be  extremely 
difficult  to  substantially  reduce 
with  public  approval  the  cost  of 
government  here  in  Louisiana. 


here  the  conditions  for  general 
prosperity  of  a  high  level. 

"We  are  exceptionally  well  off 
in  respect  to  our  natural  resources. 
Let's  look  at  the  records  and  the 
facts  for  a  moment. 

"Louisiana  now  stands  third  in 
petroleum  production  in  the  United 
States,  with  products  annually  val- 
ued at  $240,000,000. 

"We  are  first  in  the  production 
of  sugar  cane,  first  in  the  produc- 
tion of  rice,  first  in  the  production 
of   strawberries,   first   in   the    pro- 
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duction  of  sweet  potatoes,  first  in 
the  production  of  shrimp,  first  in 
the  production  of  furs,  and  first  in 
the  production  of  Spanish  moss. 

"Then  we  stand  high  among  the 
states  in  many  other  products, 
"Faced  with  the  possibility  of l  such  as  forest  Products,  summer 
a  shrinking  economy  on  one  hand,  j  clothing>  cotton,  citrus  fruits,  tung 
and  a  high  governmental  cost  level  0l1'  truck  veSetables  and  food 
on  the  other,  what  is  the  answer  to  !  Products  and  others-  AU  °f  these 
this  problem?  '  distinctions   and   many   others  are 

S  ours  because  we  are  blessed  with 


this  time  meeting  with  some  su> 
cess  in  our  efforts  to  prevent  the! 
increased  withdrawals  of  our  ga 

"I  should  like  to  mention  that 
short  time  ago  we  were  successfi 
through  the  co-operation  of  oi 
gas  producers  in  blocking  an  ei 
tirely  new  line,  proposed  to  -1 
built  from  certain  Southwest  Lou 
siana  fields  to  Ohio  and  West  Vi: 
ginia.  This  line  would  have  « 
hausted  such  fields,  according  t 
the  applicant's  own  estimates,  i 
about  nine  years.  It  would  ha* 
hastened  by  about  four  years  t| 
day  when  our  present  known  gl 
reserves  for  the  entire  state  woi 
reach  exhaustion. 

"Now,  in  conclusion,  we  hav 
problems  to  meet  in  Louisiana- 
serious  ones.  But  no  state  M 
been  so  bountifully  blessed  wi^ 
the  physical  means  to  meet  th 
needs  of  its  people.  With  haf 
aiony,  united  effort  and  friend! 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  ou 
whole  people  we  can  bring  to  ou 
commonwealth  an  era  of  happines 
and  prosperity  hitherto  undreame. 
of  in  Louisiana." 


Must  Improve  Economy 
"The  question  suggests  its  own 
answer.  If  we  cannot  substantially 
reduce  the  cost  of  government  the 
alternative  is  to  permanently  im- 
prove our  economy.  The  answer  is 
to  find  a  way  to  increase  the  per 
capita  wealth  of  our  whole  peo- 
ple. It  is  necessary  if  possible  to 
establish  a  prosperity  in  Louisiana 
based  on  the  solid  foundation  of 
ample  honest  work  for  our  people 
at  satisfactory  wages  and  salaries. 
"But  certain  conditions  must  ob- 
tain before  this  objective  is 
reached.  That  brings  us  to  the 
brighter  side  of  the  Louisiana  pic- 
ture. We  have  here  an  overwhelm- 
ing abundance  of  the  essential  in- 
gredients of  industry  and  of  agri- 
culture  and   commerce.     We   have 


natural  resources. 

"One  of  the  great  needs  of  the 
peace-loving  people  of  Louisiana, 
98  per  cent  of  whom  are  native 
born,  is  factories.  We  need  more 
smokestacks  all  over  Louisiana. 

"For  years  we  have  shipped 
away  from  Louisiana  the  great 
majority  of  our  raw  goods.  They 
have  been  processed  elsewhere. 
Under  this  system  our  people  lose 
one  of  the  greatest  profits  in  busi- 
ness— value  added  by  manufac- 
ture— and  must  be  content  with 
the  raw  material  profit  which  is 
only  a  fraction  of  the  profit  they 
would  realize  if  the  manufactur- 
ing were  done  here. 

"We  must  move  to  obtain  for 
Louisiana  the  mills,  plants,  and 
factories  necessary  to  process  the 


raw  materials  we  produce.  We 
need  more  factories  right  here  in 
Shreveport  and  all  over  our  state. 
We  have  the  essentials  to  support 
them. 

"Indeed,  expert's  will  tell  you 
that  we  have  the  basic  chemicals 
here  for  a  great  chemical  industry 
in  Louisiana. 

"I  wish  to  say  at  this  point  that 
one  of  the  fine  things  we  did  in 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature 
was  the  reoiganizing  of  the  De- 
partment of  Commerce  and  In- 
dustry. This  agency  will  direct  its 
efforts  toward  the  industrial  devel- 
opment of  our  state. 

"I  want  to  return  briefly  to  the 
i  subject  of  our  natural  gas.  Many 
I  of  you  may  be  surprised  to  know 
that  our  production  of  this  com- 
modity is  seven  hundred  billions 
of  cubic  feet  per  year.  The  value 
j  of  this  gas  is  more  than  seventy 
million  doliais  pnnually. 

"One  indispensible  prerequisite 
to  the  industrial  development  of 
any  state  or  section  is  the  avail- 
ability of  an  adequate  source  of 
dependable  fuel  reasonably  priced. 
"Louisiana,  unfortunately,  has 
no  coal  and  no  water  power  either 
developed  or  potential.  But  we 
have  had  and  still  have  ample  sup- 
plies of  natural  gas  available  in  all 
sections  of  our  great  state  to  at- 
tract various  forms  of  new  indus- 
try. 

"We  shall  and  must  continue  to 
preserve  and  protect  this  most 
valuable  and  irreplaceable  natural 
resource. 

"As  it  stands  today  our  state's 
resources  of  natural  gas  are  esti- 
mated at  something  like  11  trillion 
cubic  feet  which  are  being  drawn 
upon  at  the  rate  of  about  one-half 
trillion  cubic  feet  per  year.  The 
majority  of  this  gas  is  being  piped 
to  points  beyond  our  borders. 
Much  of  this  gas  is  being  piped  to 
the  industrial  sections  of  the  north 
and  east.  It  goes  right  into  the 
heart  of  some  of  the  largest  coal 
fields  in  the  world.  It  goes  into 
areas  where  there  is  a  supply  of 
coal  and  other  fuels  suffcient  to 
last  for  hundreds  of  years. 

Situation    Serious 

"Now  the  serious  thing  is,  that 
applications  for  more  lines  and  for 
increased  capacity  of  existing  lines 
are  being  urged.  These,  if  con- 
structed, would  further  deplete 
our  present  gas   reserves. 

"At  present  our  only  means  of 
resisting  these  proposals  is  before 

the  Federal  Power  Commission.  A  bird  which  has  no  wings 
Certificates  of  convenience  and  whatever  is  the  apteryx  of  New 
necessity  must  be  secured  from  Zealand.  His  native  name  is  kiwi- 
this  commission  before  gas  lines  kiwi.  He  has  a  long  bill,  big  legs 
can  be  constructed  or  changed.  I  and  grayish  hair-like  feathers  over 
am   happy  to   say  that  we   are   at  |  his  wingless,  tailess  body. 


Forestry  Acreage 
Tax  Also  Wins 
Okay  of  Voters 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
The  Louisiana  Forestry  Com! 
mission  will  consist  of  seven  mem- 
bers, five  to  be  appointed  by  thi 
Governor,  and  two,  namely  tbi 
Head  of  the  Department  of  Fori 
estry  of  Louisiana  State  UniveB 
sity  and  the  new  Commissioner  oi 
Wildlife  and  Fisheries  will  serve 
as  ex-officio  members.  The  pres- 
ent Forestry  Governing  Boards 
which  has  been  acting  wholly  in 
an  advisory  capacity,  consists  of 
four  men.  ■  These  four  members 
are  W.  T.  Murray,  Rochelle,  PJ 
A.  Bloomer,  Fisher,  C.  V.  Hol- 
brook,  DeRidder  and  Vertrees 
Young  of  Bogalusa.  They  will 
probably  be  reappointed  as  mem- 
bers of  the  new  Louisiana  For- 
estry Commission  and  the  Gov- 
ernor will  then  name  one  addi- 
tional member  to  round  out  the 
five  appointed  members.  The 
Forestry  Commission  has  the  au- 
thority to  select  a  State  Forester 
who  will  be  directing  head  of  the 
new  Commission.  The  domicile  of 
the  new  Forestry  Commission  is 
fixed  at  Baton  Rouge. 
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I0W  WATERFOWL 
SEASONS  ARE  SET 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 

sasons,  bag  limits,  and  othex'  re- 
dactions would  not  be  uniform 
iroughout  the  country.  This 
ould  make  it  difficult  for  those 
ho  hunt  in  various  sections  to  be 
ire  about  the  shooting  regula- 
xms  as  they  traveled  about  the 
ountry.  This  would  not  be  a 
srious  problem,  however,  for 
hose  who  are  able  to  do  such 
raveling  usually  would  be  able 
lso  to  learn  the  local  differences 
i  regulations  and  adjust  their 
ctivities  accordingly.  It  could  not 
e  classed  as  a  major  disadvant- 
ge. 

Another  disadvantage  which 
/ould  be  serious  from  the  stand- 
loint  of  psychology  and  public 
elations  would  arise  from  the 
lifferences  in  shooting  regulations 
hat  would  be  required  for  dif- 
erent  parts  of  the  country.  How- 
:ver,  there  would  be  no  real  rea- 
;on  for  this  objection  except  for 
nterstate  jealousy — I  can  say 
Tankly,  jealousy  particularly  on 
he  part  of  State  officials — which 
ncreases  the  difficulties  of  ad- 
ninistration  whenever  regulations 
rary.  I  speak  from  experience  on 
;his  phase  of  the  subject  because 
we  have  tried  compai-able  regula- 
tions in  a  small  way  for  a  few 
species.  We  found  that  the  States 
which  received  the  more  liberal 
shooting  regulations,  were,  of 
course,  quite  satisfied,  but  we  re- 
ceived a  chorus  of  charges  of  dis- 
crimination from  States  in  which 
the  regulations  were  less  liberal. 
Almost  invariably  the  strongest 
voices  in  the  chorus  were  those 
of  the  conservation  departments. 
They  should  be  able  to  take  a 
broader  point  of  view  for  it  is 
common  to  have  more  liberal  sea- 
sons p'-iH  bis  limits  in  some  parts 
of  a  State  than  in  others  in  ac- 
cordance with  variations  in  the 
game  supply.  In  fact,  the  very 
reason  for  the  existence  of  flexible 
regulations  is  that  such  differences 
can  be  arranged  when  needed. 
The  same  philosophy  should  apply 
to  migratory  birds  whenever  we 
are  able  to  put  their  management 
on  a  practical  basis.  To  illustrate 
what  I  mean,  may  I  say  that  the 
occurrence  of  crop  damage  by 
waterfowl  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  particularly  in  California 
and  Colorado,  is  being  seized  unon 
by  certain  groups  in  the  eastern 
States  as  the  basis  of  demands 
for  more  liberal  shooting  regula- 
tions on  the  East  Coast.  I  can 
think  of  nothing  more  foolish  than 
for    us    to    yield    to    this    type    of 


propaganda.  If  we  permitted  every 
duck  that  uses  the  Atlantic  Fly- 
way  to  be  killed,  it  would  have 
little  or  no  effect  upon  the  crop 
damage  situation  in  the  western 
States. 

If  a  system  of  regulations  by 
flyways  were  placed  into  effect, 
public  sentiment  would  have  to 
adjust  itself  to  the  fact  that 
some  other  States  undobutedly 
would  have,  at  times,  more  lib- 
eral shooting  privileges  than 
others.  Thus,  acceptance  of  reg- 
ulations on  a  flyway  basis  would 
require  a  change  in  attitude  and 
in  thinking  on  the  part  of  both 
sportsmen   and    State   officials. 

Regulations  varying  according 
to  the  flyways  and  their  fluctu- 
ating wild  fowl  populations  would 
be  equally  difficult  for  the  gen- 
eral public  to  understand  after 
it  has  become  accustomed  to 
thinking  of  national  waterfowl 
regulations  as  uniform  throughout 
the  country.  While  not  entirely 
uniform,  they  have  had  a  high 
degree  of  uniformity  that  has 
definite  advantages  in  enforce- 
ment. Moreover,  they  have  proved 
their  value  in  the  building  up  of 
populations.  Yet  the  time  may 
come  when  that  uniformity  and 
those  advantages  may  well  be 
sacrificed  for  the  sake  of  new 
objectives.  I  am  not  saying  that 
the  zone  system  will  become  out- 
moded, but  we  may  be  forced  to 
change  our  concepts  as  wild  fowl 
populations   increase. 

Experience  with  the  "buck  law" 
in  deer  management  shows  that 
we  cannot  cling  forever,  under 
changing    circumstances,    even 


out  before  such  a  system  could 
possibly  be  applied.  Even  after 
it  had  been  established,  there 
would  be  an  annual  crop  of  de- 
mands from  this  region  and  that 
to  be  shifted  to  one  flyway  or  an- 
other, on  from  one  zone  in  a  fly- 
way to  another.  Duck  hunters 
have  notoriously  poor  memories 
and  see  themselves  largely  from 
a  local  standpoint  and  in  the  par- 
ticular year  in  which  their  shoot- 
ing has  been  affected.  If  someone 
else  gets  better  shooting  in  a 
neighboring  community  or  State, 
the  inevitable  result  is  a  cry  to 
be  put  in  the  same  zone  and  same 
shooting  time  as  that  particular 
area,  regardless  of  what  the  cause 
of  poor  shooting  in  the  first  area 
may  have  been.  No  thought  ap- 
pears to  be  given  to  that  essen- 
tial  point. 

Local  flights  of  waterfowl  and 
the  time  that  they  spend  in  any 
locality  vary  widely,  in  response 
to  numerous  factors.  Some  of 
these  can  be  corrected  gradually 
by  good  management.  Others  can 
never  be  corrected  by  manage- 
ment or  anticipated  in  the  making 
of  regulations.  Where  the  birds 
do  not  stop,  or  make  very  brief 
stops,  because  of  lack  of  sufficient 
food  and  resting  grounds,  the  es- 
tablishment and  refgues  and  other 
marsh  lands  may  in  time  bring  a 
favorable  change.  Where  the 
cause  of  local  waterfowl  scarcity 
is  weather  variations,  nothing  that 
man  has  yet  learned  can  have  any 
effect. 

Hunters,  officials,  all  concerned 
should  realize  that  we  are  dealing 
with    birds    of    great    powers    of 


measures  that  seem  "tried  and  locomation,  which  have  the  habit 
true."  The  "buck  law"  provided  |  of  moving  widely  over  the  con- 
good  conservation  and  good  man- 
agement in  States  where  popula- 
tions were  low  and  where  the 
principal  problem  was  to  rebuild 
the    deer    herds.     It    is    still    val- 


uable where  those  conditions 
exist,  but  it  is  neither  good  con- 
servation nor  good  management 
when  deer  herds  have  to  be  han- 
dled on  a  maintenance  rather  than 
on  a  restoration  basis.  Taking 
effective  steps  to  reduce  popula- 
tions, especially  locally,  has  be- 
come necessary  to  the  welfare  of 
the  animals  themselves. 

There  is  a  third  obvious  dis- 
advantage in  the  use  of  the  flyway 
concept  as  a  basis  for  waterfowl 
hunting  regulations  and  that  is  the 
mechanical  and  administrative  dif- 
ficulty of  so  defining  the  flyways 
that  more  trouble  will  not  be 
caused  than  by  the  zone  system 
now  in  use.  Those  who  have  had 
experience  in  the  enforcement  of 
migratory  bird  laws  will  appre- 
ciate keenly  the  magnitude  of  this 
problem  and  the  multitude  of  de- 
tails that  would  have  to  be  worked 


tinent  in  great  migratory  flights, 
and  appear  to  exercise  some 
choice  as  to  where  they  go  and 
how  long  they  remain  in  any  part 
of  their  flyway.  I  am  sure  that 
any  influence  that  can  be  exerted 
on  creatures  with  these  habits  will 
have  to  be  done  through  manage- 
ment of  environmental  and  water 
conditions,  that  the  results  ob 
tained  will  be  for  the  almost 
mythical  "average"  year,  and  that 
we  should  always  be  prepared  to 
admit  that  local  weather  condi- 
tions may  defeat  the  objectives 
in    any    given    year. 

As  I  stated  in  the  beginning, 
there  is  no  intention  of  puttin 
a  new  program  into  effect  at  the 
present  time.  The  flyway  concept, 
with  its  almost  necessary  flexibil 
ity  of  regulations,  is  being  pre 
sented  for  discussion  and  consid 
eration  as  a  basic  philosophy 
which  might  ultimately  permit  of 
more  adequate  management  than 
is  possible  under  the  present  zonal 
system. 


Wildlife  Refuges 
To  Be  Established 
In  State  Parks 

Joseph  L.  McHugh,  state  con- 
servation commissioner,  has  an- 
nounced an  agreement  under 
which  the  State  Parks  Commission 
would  undertake  establishment 
and  development  of  wildlife  ref- 
uges and  game  and  fish  preserves 
in  five  state  parks  of  Louisiana, 
using  $50,000  from  the  wildlife 
refuge  fund  for  the  undertaking. 
The  parks  where  the  game  and 
fish  preserves  will  be  established 
include  the  Sam  Houston  State 
Park  near  Lake  Charles  in  Cal- 
casieu Parish,  Chicot  State  Park 
in  Evangeline  Parish,  Longfellow- 
Evangeline  State  Park  in  St.  Mar- 
tin Parish,  Fontainebleau  State 
Park  in  St.  Tammany  Parish  and 
Chemin-a-Haut  State  Park  in 
Morehouse   Parish. 

Areas  in  each  of  the  five  parks 
will  be  set  aside  as  game  refuges 
and  will  be  stocked  with  deer,  wild 
turkey  and  other  game,  McHugh 
said.  Conservation  agent's  camps 
will  likewise  be  constructed  in  the 
state  parks,  and  all  parks  will  be 
stocked  with  wildlife  and  fish  nat- 
ural to  the  respective  areas. 

The  endeavor  will  be  carried  out 
by  the  State  Parks  Commission  un- 
der supervision  of  the  Department 
of  Conservation  and  with  approval 
of  Gov.  James  H.  Davis. 

Under  the  agreement,  which  has 
been  approved  by  the  attorney  gen- 
eral, the  $50,000  will  be  obtained 
from  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  furs 
on  state  owned  and  operated  game 
refuges. 

The  funds  are  to  be  expended 
by  the  Parks  Commission  with  ap- 
proval and  supervision  of  the  de- 
partment  of   finance. 

E.  Herman  Guillory,  chairman 
of  the  Parks  Commission,  said  the 
commission  has  set  aside  areas  in 
all  state  parks  as  wildlife  sanctu- 
aries. This  agreement  was  signed 
by  McHugh  and  Guillory,  and  then 
approved  by  Governor  Davis,  W. 
C.  Perrault,  second  assistant  at- 
torney general,  and  J.  S.  Reily, 
Director  of  the  Department  of 
Finance. 


INTERSTATE   OIL   COMPACT 
TO   MEET    IN    MISSISSIPPI 

The  winter  quarterly  meeting  of 
the  Interstate  Oil  Compact  Com- 
mission will  be  held  December  15 
and  16  in  Jackson,  Miss.,  it  was 
announced  this  week.  This  will 
be  the  first  time  the  Commission 
has  held  a  meeting  in  Mississippi. 

An  interesting  program  for  the 
occasion  is  being  arranged,  at 
cording  to  Conservation  Commis- 
sioner Joseph  L.  McHugh,  who  is 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee   of    the    Commission. 
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AGENTS   PARTICIPATING  IN 
OCTOBER   ARRESTS 

Charles  J.  Boudreaux,  Jno. 
Busalacchi,  Sam  J.  Chaze,  Ernest 
Coats,  Mark  B.  Cooper,  Leslie 
Davis,  Ruben  A.  Davis,  G.  W.  De- 
Loach,  Tom  Duck,  C.  W.  Elam, 
D.  L.  Farrar,  Jno.  W.  Gilbert, 
Cecil  Gilmore,  E.  B.  Head,  Jno.  T. 
Hollis,  Clarence  Hood,  P.  F.  Hud- 
dleston,  Maurice  Huval,  Volidia 
Jones,  Robert  D.  Landry,  B.  P. 
Le  Blanc,  Jos.  0.  Mayeux,  Sam 
Nunez,  Robert  J.  Pertuis,  W.  J. 
Plattsmier,  Cliff  Reeves,  Harry 
Reno,  Gordy  Simon,  Lawrence 
Sintes,  T.  W.  Stewart,  Allen  D. 
Swayze,  Oliver  Taunton,  Frank 
Trocchiano,  H.  0.  Warren,  Honore 
Wempren,  Elton  Williams. 


PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS   OCCURRED    IN 
OCTOBER 

Ascension  . ~  2 

Avoyelle: 5 

Bienville 2 

Caddo   6 

Calcasieu    1 

Caldwell   1 

Catahoula  5 

Claiborne 1 

De   Soto   3 

East  Baton   Rouge   1 

Franklin 1 

Jefferson    1 

Jefferson   Davis  12 

Lafayette   4 

Lafourche     1 

Lincoln  1 

Livingston    2 

Madison 11 

Orleans  3 

Plaquemines  4 

Rapides    1 

Richland  2 

St.   Bernard   = 1 

St.  Charles 3 

St.  John 8 

St.   Martin 3 

St.    Mary    1 

St.  Tammany  7 

Tensas    1 

Vermilion 1 

Vernon   2 

Total 96 


In  Bolivia  the  natives  use  the 
armor-plated  skin  of  the  armadillo 
for  musical  instruments. 


TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 

OCCURRED   DURING 

OCTOBER 

Angling  Without  License 1 

Using  Illegal   Tackle  to   Catch 

Game  Fish  2 

Commercial     Fishing     Without 

License  8 

Commercial      Fishing      Illegal 

Tackle    1 

Pollution    of    Streams — Killing 

Fish     2 

Hunting   Without   License 19 

Hunting  At  Night 5 

Hunting  With  Unplugged  Gun  8 
Hunting  Migratory  Waterfowl 

Out  of  Season 3 

Hunting  Doves  Out  of  Season..  17 
Killing    Over    Legal    Limit    of 

Doves    3 

Killing  Gallinules  and  Rails....  2 
Camping  on  State  Preserves....  10 
Hunting  Deer  Out  of  Season....  3 
Hunting  Squirrel  Out  of  Sea- 
son         ^ 

Hunting  Rabbits  Out  of  Season      1 

Trapping  Out  of  Season 1 

Killing    Fur    Bearing    Animals 

With  Gun  4 

Total ' 97 

'WARE    SPARKS! 

(From  the  New  Orleans  Item) 
It  is  reassuring  to  learn  that 
our  state  forestry  forces  have 
mobilized  an  army  of  300  fire 
fighters  with  plenty  of  mechanized 
equipment  in  North  Louisiana, 
parched  by  a  long  dry  spell.  We 
hope  they  find  little  to  do  before 
rains  put  an  end  to  the  threat  of 
widespread  damage  from  forest 
fires. 

Better  still,  we  hope  all  will  help 
to  keep  flames  from  starting  a 
red  march  of  destruction  across 
any  part  of  the  countryside.  A 
carelessly  tossed  match,  a  picnic 
fire  whose  embers  are  left  aglow, 
a  cigarette  stub  flipped  thought- 
lessly from  the  window  of  a  speed- 
ing automobile  into  the  tinder-dry 
grass  or  fallen  leaves  on  the  high- 
way shoulder — any  one  of  these 
may  destroy  far  more  than  money 
values.  The  lives  of  countless 
small  creatures  of  the  wild,  trees 
that  have  been  decades  in  the 
growing  and  whose  roots  check 
soil  erosion  along  the  wooded 
slopes — these  can't  be  replaced  by 
dollars  and  cents. 


Louisiana  Ranks 
Third  in  Crude 
Petroleum 

Louisiana  became  sixth  ranking 
state  in  mineral  production  during 
1943,  when  value  of  the  state's 
mineral  products  was  established 
at  the  new  high  mark  of  $267,- 
617,000. 

The  Bureau  of  Mines  of  the 
Interior  Department  reported 
Texas  first  in  value  of  minerals 
produced  last  year,  followed  in 
order  by  Pennsylvania,  California, 
West  Virginia  and  Illinois. 

Louisiana's  rank  among  the  na- 
tion's leading  mineral  states  was 
reported  as:    Third  in  crude  petro- 


leum, value  of  $149,500,000;  third 
in  natural  gas,  $87,220,000;  fourth 
in  natural  gasoline,  $9,486,000; 
second  in  sulphur,  $9,087,000; 
fifth  in  salt,  $3,678,000,  and  fifth 
in  liquefied  petroleum  gases,  $2,- 
112,000. 

Other  important  minerals  pro- 
duced in  Louisiana  were  sand  and 
gravel,  $3,046,000;  clay  products,! 
$700,000;  cement,  magnesium, 
lime  and  stone.  Figures  on  the 
latter  products  are  confidential; 
the   report   said. 

Louisiana  mineral  production 
has  been  on  the  up-grade  foj 
more  than  20  years,  bureau  reel 
ords  show.  The  100-million-dollai 
mark  in  annual  output  in  the  statl 
was  passed  in  1920,  and  the  2001 
million-dollar  mark  in   1941. 


SUNRISE  AND  SUNSET  SCHEDULE 

FOR   HUNTING   MIGRATORY   WATERFOWL 
IN  LOUISIANA 

LEGAL  SHOOTING  HOURS:    ONE-HALF  HOUR 
BEFORE  SUNRISE  TO  SUNSET 


NOTE; 


Time  Shown  Below  Is  30  Minutes  Before  Sunrise  and  Official 
Sunset   Time  in  Each  Area.     Central  War  Time 


New  Orleans 
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6:09 

7:45 

6:13 

23 

7:23 

6:06 

7:36 

6:13 

7:29 

6:10 

7:45 

6:13 

24 

7:23 

6:07 

7:36 

6:13 

7:29 

6:10 

7:46 

6:14 

25 

7:24 

6:07 

7:37 

6:14 

7:30 

6:11 

7:46 

6:15 

26 

7:24 

6:08 

7:37 

6:14 

7:30 

6:11 

7:46 

C:15 

27 

7:24 

6:08 

7:37 

6:15 

7:30 

6:12 

7:47 

6:16 

28 

7:25 

6:09 

7:38 

6:15 

7:31 

6:12 

7:47 

6:16        , 

29 

7:25 

6:10 

7:38 

6:16 

7:31 

6:13 

7:48 

6:17 

30 

7:26 

6:10 

7:39 

6:17 

7:32 

6:14 

7:48 

6:18 

31 

7:26 

6:11 

7:39 

6:17 

7:32 

6:15 

7:48 

6:18 

JAN. 

1 

7:26 

6:12 

7:39 

6:18 

7:32 

6:15 

7:49 

6:19 

2 

7:26 

6:12 

7:39 

6:19 

7:32 

6:16 

7:49 

6:20 

3 

7:27 

6:13 

7:39 

6:20 

7:32 

6:17 

7:49 

6:21 

4 

7:27 

6:14 

7:40 

6:20 

7:33 

6:17 

7:49 

6:21 

5 

7:27 

6:14 

7:40 

6:21 

7:33 

6:18 

7:49 

6:22 

6 

7:27 

6:15 

7:40 

6:22 

7:33 

6:19 

7:49 

6:23 

7:27 

6:16 

7:40 

6:23 

7:33 

6:20 

7:49 

6:24 

7:27 

6:17 

7:40 

6:23 

7:33 

6:20 

7:49 

6:25 

7:28 

6:18 

7:40 

6:24 

7:33 

6:21 

7:49 

6:26        ' 

10 

7:28 

6:18 

7:40 

6:25 

7:33 

6:22 

7:49 

6:26 

11 

7:28 

6:19 

7:40 

6:26 

7:33 

6:23 

7:49 

6:27 

12 

7:27 

6:20 

7:40 

6:27 

7:33 

6:24 

7:49 

6:28 

13 

7:27 

6:21 

7:40 

6:27 

7:33 

6:24 

7:49 

6:29 

14 

7:27 

6:22 

7:40 

6:28 

7:33 

6:25 

7:49 

6:30 

.    IS 

7:27 

6:22 

7:40 

6:29 

7:33 

6:26 

7:49 

6:31 

16 

7:27 

6:23 

7:40 

6:30 

7:33 

6:27 

7:48 

6:32 

7:26 

6:24 

7:40 

6:31 

7:33 

6:28 

7:48 

6:33 

18 

7:26 

6:25 

7:39 

6:32 

7:32 

6:29 

7:48 

6:34 

7:26 

6:26 

7:39 

6:33 

7:32 

6:30 

7:47 

6:34 

20 

7:26 

6:27 

7:39 

6:33 

7:32 

6:30 

7:47 

6:35 

COMPILED  BY  DEPARTMENT  OF  CONSERVATION"^ 

(Division  of  Education  and  Publicity) 


